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CAN THE DISADVANTAGED SUCCEED IN READING?

The oommunlty assumes oertain bagioc obligaticns for the welfare
of its ohildren, suoh as good health, education, religious and moral
training, reoreation, guldance and ocareer planning, The major institu-
tions of our sooiety responsible for the education of our ohildren are
the sohools, Eaoh community usually determines the kind and quality of
eduoation it offers its ohlldren, good, vad, or indifferent, The
education in the sochools for the disadvantaged ohild is often inferior
in kind and quality to the education afforded the advantaged ohild in

his commpunity.,
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Problems of the Family and Community

The parents of the disadvantaged ohild are not affluent,
neither are they financially secure, They have limited educational and
cultural development., They are not heard when ocomplaining about their
relcgated insecure and inferior existence, Nobodyv needs thelir vote to
obtain a politiocal office, They do not have any skillg to offer the
labor market, and those who do possess skills often find that their
skills are obgolete, Our welfare system has been most ineffective in
rneeting the needs of the dlsadvantaged family, truly an 1solate of the
entire community, How does the disadvantaged solve the problems inher-
ent in hia home oconditions, soclo~economic status, emotional instability
and loneliness as he attempts to provide oultural enrichment opportuni-
ties for hls ohildren?

The kind of farily life a ohild experlences to a degree
depends upon the emotional resources of the parents, The disadvan-
taged famlly 1s usually disorganized primarily caused by the movement
of the fanily from rural and small towns to the oities, Here the dis-
advantaged loge thelr ldentity, sense of values, their wWorth and join
the destroyers, the rioters, the bombers, and the dlsrupters as they
attempt to take control of our oclties and governnent, These are frus-
trated people who have not had their emotional needs met over a long
perlod of time, They are frustrated, defeated, and thvarted firom work-
ing long hard hours on dead-end jobs Wwithout any future advaincement,
Harrington {4) has labeled these Jobs as sub-emplovrent, The parents,

in turn, pass their frustration on to their oh'ldren.
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¥Winch (14) etates that the motive power or dynamios for all
behavior 1s predicated on noed., The disadvantaged generally shut off
from the rest of soclety still attempts alone to meet the needs of thelr
children,

Queen (9) believes famlly stability is not an outatanding
charaoteristic in our country. Yet communities across our land expeot,
and in some ingtances, demand that the digsadvantaged family funotion as
smoothly and orderly as do the others, This is still imposseible in our
orises~-prone society, Mead (7) obaerved that human belngs have worked
hard at learning to beoome human and these learned behavior patterns

are fraglle and never inherited,

Sohool Problems

Children from this type of euvironment preaent the school with
many and varied personal, emotional, mental, and physloal problems, The
ochild learns his native langusge from his family, while the family
atte.ps to meet his physical and emotional needs, However, When thcse
needs are not met in the hore by the family, the shildren take {hesge
unmet needs to echool, Christopher (2) notioced & funotioual relatioen-
shilp hetween parental value of achievement and academioc performanoce, Ars
our achoola equipped with the etaff, materials, and supplies to help the
dieadvantaged ohild attempt to confront and work through these problems
as he competes wWith the advantaged ohila? Most of our schools are not
ready to help the disadvantaged ohild adjust to his new environment

beoause of restrioted services and progranas, rather, they sometime cause
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the disadvantaged student to develop feelinge that they are not werth
the time and energy expended in thelr behalf,

He begins his school oareer &s an outsider not really inocluded
in the ourrioulum or services of the school, Tue student's nced for
attention 1s determined by the interplay of pevrgonailty, family, environ-
mental opportunity, and resources,
gelf-Image

Teachers of disadvantaged students may be aware of these
problems whioch the student brinps with him to olass, but most of the
teachers are not trained nor do they have the necegsary facilitles or
servioes needed to help thease students, The enerpgy needed for perform-
ance i1s usually dlesirn. i by the student as he attempts to solve his
problems, Thege problermsg prevent the atudent froum performing to hls
capacity, damapges his self-image and fosters negative attlitudes abvout
olasa aotivities, vspecially reading tasks, Wattenberg and Clifford (12)
have found self-oonocept is predlotive of reading aohleverent, while
Willlams and Cole (13) heve obtained positive correlations between self-
oconoept and reading achievement, Every atudent needs faocility in
reading because it 1s a tool that muast be used effeotively as they
progress through our eduoational institutlons, Those students who are
not motivated to perform to thelir oapeoity are loat,

Teachers ma) improve the self-irage and develop positive
attitudes for the disadvantaped by being aware of thelir orodlems, It ia

impoagible to teach a tired, hungry, oold, unloved, unwanted student to
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want to read. When teachers are successful in motivating and stimulating
thelr students, the students achieve while develouping confidence and are
rotivated to ocontinue to suoceed, The most important factor in teaching
Meadvantaged students to read 1s the attitude of the teacher, The ego
disturbances of the dlsadvantaged student must be adlusted if he is to
have any evocess in reading achievement, Muma (8) reletes that achleve-
ment is an indicator of soolal adlustment, The reading teacher should
develop a positive relationship with his students and establish an
erotional climate whioh ocauses students to interaot With each other and
Witl the teaoher, Mosgt gtudents do not talk because they may feel
rejected by the olass and the teacher, Teacheras should develo soolo-
metric tests to uscertaln acceptance or rejection of the individual
student by his peer group, Teachers need to know the attitudes, oustoms,
and mores of the oormunity in whioh the student lives, When the attitudes
and environment are changed, the behavior patterns of the studente also
become modifled,

Poeitive Attitudes

Reading teachers may help promote positive attitudes by acoept-
ing the students usage level of langusge, The epo satisfaotion may be
enhanoed by foatering the students' feelinga of importenoe, Personality
fulfiliment may aleo be developed by having studente enceged in aotivlities
they consider important, perforrming tasks well, engaging in projects that
they have seleoted and want to perform, Reading teaohers, if you want to

truly ocommunicate that you care for your students, Just listen to them
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talk and try to understand how they feel. These students care from a
frusirating environment which produces hogtility, When this hostility is
repressed 1t produces depression and more problens; hevwever, all hostility
18 not repressed but 1t may be acted out in overt behavioral patterns,
In any event, 1% ¥will not be easgy for the reading teacher to desl with
the feelings of his students, Don't use emotionally blased construots
but seek the truth about these disadvantaped studente.

Perhape one of the vest ways to inorease your understanding of
their immediate pleasures and‘harah physical punichment is to try to live
on 4 welfare allowance, The writer's New Year's resolution wea to at-
teupt to live on a welfare food budget of twenty-three cents per meal
for three meals & day, The poverty dlet which wag consurmed for ten days
oongsisted of a bowl of dry oereal, a gliass of Jvuice, twc egps, and & oup
of tea for breakfaat; lunoh was skipped in order to save money; dinner
wea rioce and a oup of tea; and supper wag more rioce and an orange. At
the end of the expariment, weilght had been lost., This was really learn-
ing koonomics the rough way--being left out of everything that We oall
human exoept existenoe; the future dld not exist; and life wag depress-
ing indeed, i .<rn to read, there was no energy or desire for reading
aotivitiea,

Reasona For Changes \

Reach out to the disacvantaged student; attempt to underatand
gone Of his problems and ther begin to teach him, Jensen (§) renorts the

disadventaged student hae the ability to learn basio skills tavuesht by
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assoviantive learning activities, If the disadvantaged student is capable
of learning then why has he not been taught?

gome progame have falled to meet the needs of the disadvan-
taged student, Many of the programs designed expressly for the
disadvantaged student have been hastlly organized, Adequately trained
staff and personnel were not always avaliable, Programs have been predi-
oated on increasing the I, Q. when the emphasis should have heen on
achlevenent., Enrichment aotivities have been used for exposure only
and they should have been used as learning situations, Planning has not
mwade evaluation a continuous process or integral part of the program,
The pre-service end in-gervice training programs have not been effestively
used for & speoifloc approach or teohnique and to afford teaciers the
opportunity to evaluate their attitudes of the entirely different die-
advantaged studert, These programg have teen oure-allsg rather taan
preventive measurcs,

when dlsadvantaged giudents are forced to cooperate while
oompeting With advantaped atudents, the results are damaging to the aself-
lrage of the dleadvantaged student, He i1a different: he needs a different
ed.ocational setting and an imaginative ourriculum, Reading programs must
be developed to meet the needs and oonditions of the disadvantaged atu-
dent as they exist With oconstant evaluation and flexibility to ohange
With the discovery of new evidence, Smith (11) has explored a resident
oamp reading prrgram for such students whose gains in reading achievement
were noted, shore, Maesimo, and Ricke (L0) have utllized faotor analysie—
on thematio stories in thelr research on group guidance. This atudy has”

proved there 1s a positive relationshin between aocaderio perrormaﬁkt and
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self-image, ocontrol of aggressiveness, and attitudes toward authority,

Gultural Community Involvement

As We oonsider the needs of the disadvantaged there is a
neaessity for further inveclvement of the school syetems With the servioes
of the ocommunity, espeolally the oultural, employment, t'inancial, health,
pollice, fire, and welfare services, An example of community involvement
in the ferm of prevention vather than a ocure of reading difficulties is
the operation of thre¢ nursery schools by the American Assoolation of
University Women Inter-Branch Counoil of Detroit (1). These nursery
sohools provide inner-olty children with pre-kindergarten experiencec
and also involve their paren<s in monthly meetings. Three and four-
year-olds spend half-day sessions with a one to four ratio of volunteer
aldea to the children, The ohildren who began in the nursery five years
ago have maintained their eduoational advantage through the seoond grade,
Two-thirds of the parents ocome Weekly for speolal interest asessiona
whioch they have vanosen, suoh as home nursing, how to save money, furni-
ture buyling, veight watohing and fileld trips,
Regearoh _and Success

Fareon (3) prediots that the future eduoation will ineclude the
family as a learning unit rather than the individual because the beest
learning unit ooneists c® the person nearest to the learner, A family
learning unit study embwracing infants has been oonduoted by the Demon-
stration and Researoch Center for Early Education, George Peabody collegefu
(15). The resulte have indicated the home visitor ocan rodify the ’
mother's interaotione with her baby and cognitive atimulation matertals
have been develuped for use by the mother, The infanis aix to nine

aonths olad wWere from low-inoome famlilies., Mothera read a ploture book

Q
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to the ohild a few mliutes tach day which encouraged the infant's
verbalization., The fathecrs were involved in this prolect one hundred
per ocent,

An examination of other auocessful reading proprams for the
disadvantaged student revealed a wide varlety of programs and services,
Some of the most interestine programs were:

Intensive Reading Instruotinnal Teams
Hartford, Connectivut -- OE-37038

Llementary Reading Centers
Mllvwaukee, Wisoonsin ~- OE-37031

Programmed Tutorlal Readling Projeoct
Iudianapolis, Indlana =-- QOE-37029

talabar Reading Program for Mexjcan-American Children
Los Angelee, California -~ OE-37053

Augmented Reading Project
Pomona, {alifornla -- OE-37048,

Ie 1t possible to humanize the dlsadvantapged student without
effective readlng programs? The reading teacher may be the only person
in the dlsadvantupged student's 1ife that has uf:n able to mect his
emotional needs, Thlia may be bdbrought about by acoenting the ohild with
dignity, reepeot, and non-judgmental acoentsance of him, and belng really
oonoerned about his welfare, 3tudents drop out of scnool sontinuously
because t.eir emotional needs are not met, Jourard 5) commentas nothing
rakes an individual frustrated sooner than feeling useless, unwanted,
unchallenged, and unneeded, or the feelinc thet the poals other indi-
viduals pursue are erpty and ‘oyleaes for him, The disadvantaged student

needs reinforcenent, encouragement and sucoess if he 1e to continue to

progregs, .
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Further research 1s needed on the prevention of reading Giffi-
aulties and this 1s urgently needed for the disadvantaged child, Schools
should be organized so that they may serve ag laboratorlies for individ-
uallized instruction, Reading programs should include associative learn-
ing and visual thinking aotivities together with group guldance,
Teachers of reading aware of the multiple forces of pressures constantly
bombarding the dleadvantaged student should use thelr creativity to
interest, stimulate, and motivate their students. Recognition for out-
standing performance by reading teachers deserve ocompensation,

Our ocommunities can provide protection for the dlsadvantaged
against various diseases, but our communities have not provided pro-
teotion for the dlsadvantaged againsi poverty, hunger, lack of heat in
thelr homes, dirt, rags, need of sleep, need of love, and underatanding,
The dlsadvantaged must bulld for himself and hile family a nevw image, new
attltudes and a new oulture,

Are teachers of reading willing, will they be ready to certify
thelr unstinted ald to the disadvantaged student as he attempts to find

a new way of life?
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